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for years to come, and we remain resolved
to see this conflict through to its end.

In the Department of Homeland Security,
we’ll have good people, well-organized and
well-equipped, working day and night to op-
pose the serious dangers of our time. Now
that we have reached broad agreement on
a homeland security bill, T look forward to
signing it into law as soon as possible.

We're committed to defending the Nation.
Yet wars are not won on the defensive. The
best way to keep America safe from terrorism
is to go after terrorists where they plan and
hide. And that work goes on around the
world.

The United States is working with more
than 90 countries to disrupt and defeat terror
networks. So far we have frozen more than
$113 million in terrorist assets, denying them
the means to finance their murder. We've
cracked down on charities that were exploit-
ing American compassion to fund terrorists.
We have captured and interrogated thou-
sands of terrorists, while others have met
their fate in caves and mountains in Afghani-
stan. We've deployed troops to train forces
in the Philippines and Yemen, the former So-
viet Republic of Georgia, and other nations
where terrorists have gathered. We're send-
ing a clear message to the enemies of free-
dom: No terrorist will escape the patient jus-
tice of America.

To win the war on terror, we're also oppos-
ing the growing threat of weapons of mass
destruction in the hands of outlaw regimes.
This week, the dictator of Iraq told the U.N.
he would give weapons inspectors unre-
stricted access to his country. We've heard
such pledges before, and they have been uni-
formly betrayed. America and the world are
now watching Saddam Hussein closely. Any
act of defiance or delay will indicate that he
is taking the path of deception once again,
and this time the consequences would be se-
vere.

Our goal is not merely the return of in-
spectors to Iraq; our goal is the disarmament
of Iraq. The dictator of Iraq will give up his
weapons of mass destruction, or the United
States will lead a coalition to disarm him.

Our war against terrorists and their sup-
porters is advancing on all fronts. We’re mov-
ing aggressively to protect our people and
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to oppose a great threat to the peace of the
world.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 a.m.
on November 15 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 16. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on November
15 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In his remarks, the President referred to
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Contributions of European Nations
and Organizations to the
Peacekeeping Operations in Kosovo

November 15, 2002

Dear :

As required by the Floyd D. Spence Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, Public Law
106-398, section 1213, I transmit herewith
a report on the contributions of European
nations and organizations to the peace-
keeping operations in Kosovo.

This report, prepared by the Department
of State, concludes that the Europeans have
carried a significant portion of the aid-shar-
ing burden in the region and that their com-
mitment to reconstruction, humanitarian re-
lief, and institution and peace-building has
been a strong one. Continued attention and
commitments of assistance from all donors
remain crucial for medium- and long-term
development in Kosovo.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Carl Levin, chairman, and John. W.
Warner, ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and
Tom Lantos, ranking member, House Committee
on International Relations; C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations; and Bob
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Stump, chairman, and Ike Skelton, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on Armed Services. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 18.

Interview With European Journalists
November 18, 2002

The President. So here’s what we're going
to do. I'll say a few comments, and we’ll kind
of do the loop until we run out of time.

First, I'm really looking forward to this
trip. I think it’s going to be historic. You'll
ask me who I'm voting for, for expansion;
I'm not going to tell you. You'll find out on
Thursday. I say that because that's what
we've all agreed to.

But if you're interested in knowing my phi-
losophy toward the Prague summit, then you
need only look as far as the speech I gave
in Warsaw, Poland, that talked about a Eu-
rope whole, free, and at peace. I believe
NATO expansion—and in that speech, you'd
see that I talked about NATO expansion as
good for America, because a Europe whole,
free, and at peace is good for America.

I am—believe in the spirit of the countries
that we're talking about. I believe in their
spirit. These are countries that have lived
under totalitarianism, and they understand
the value of freedom. And they love freedom,
and I love that spirit. I think that’s going to
be a very important part of invigorating the
Alliance.

The Alliance is a crucial alliance. It’s a
strong alliance. We're going into a new pe-
riod. And the idea of having members that
are willing to shoulder their share of the bur-
den of keeping the peace with the new
threats is good, but—and this spirit of under-
standing what totalitarianism can mean and
understanding the responsibilities of being
free nations—that come with being a free
nation is very important at this summit.

So I'm really looking forward to it. It's—
I'm excited to go to countries that have in-
vited me to come. I look forward to the
events. And so, with that, I'll answer some
questions. Why don’t we start here? You are
from?

President’s Upcoming Visit to Romania
Q. Yes, sir. I am from Romania.
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The President. That's good.

Q. Sir, the Romanian people waited for
the Americans after the World War II. We've
waited for you almost 60 years. You know,
the farmers were raising the corn in such a
way that the American planes could land.
That happened in '45 and the fifties. Now,
for my parents, it might be a little bit late,
but for my 11-years daughter, it might have
a chance. Youre coming to Bucharest next
Saturday. This time are the Americans really
coming to Romania?

The President. Great question. No more
Munichs. No more Yaltas. America—I come
to your country because I believe that Roma-
nia is an important part of a Europe which
is whole and free and at peace. The story
of Romania is a powerful story, of people tak-
ing charge of their own lives, of

[At this point, a tape recorder stopped. ]

The President. We had a click here, in
case anybody is interested. This one right
here. Poor planning? [Laughter] Nobody
claims it? Shouldn’t have said poor planning.
This is nobody’s?

Q. Might be mine.

The President. It’s yours?

Q. Yes. If it’s out, it's out. That’s okay.
[Laughter]

The President. You don’t want—if you've
got to, turn it over. Getting quite articulate
there. [Laughter]

A lot of us watched the story of your coun-
try ridding yourselves of a totalitarian dic-
tator, and it was a powerful story. But the
story didn’t end there. The story ended with
a desire for freedom and democracy and
open markets.

And the answer to your question is: Abso-
lutely. That's what the whole Prague summit
is about: All for one, and one for all. We
remember here in our country when, after
the attacks of September the 11th, NATO
stood up and said, “An attack on the United
States is an attack on us.” I will say the same
thing about Romania and Lithuania and the
Czech Republic, and anybody else that might
be a member of NATO. And that’s what I
feel.

I appreciate that question. That's—your
question is one of the reasons I look so for-
ward to going to Romania




